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In f lit- midst, of organizing his Poor People’s (tanipiiigii, |)r. King 
wji.s reluctant to travel I o Memphis wlini first, approached hy Dawson 
in lair hehruarv. Rev. Andrew Young, in |0f>8 I hr executive v 
p resident of S(ij|\ told I In* committee I hut I hr SDU’ stuff initially 
opposed a King trip to Memphis. Ur. King eventually agreed, how- 
l<» make an initial trip in an attempt to discourage further 
violence, rearranging his schedule and Hying to Memphis on Man'll IK, 
I'.Mls. lie saw the poorly paid, Imdly organized, mostly Black garbage 
workers as epitomising I he problems of the poor in t lie United Slates. 

On the evening of March IK, Dr. King gave a well -received address 
to a throng of 17,000 strikers and their supporters. Knmiiragcd by 
his reception, he announced he would head a citywide demonstration 
and sympathy strike of other workers on Friday, March 22 . As the 
result of a recordbreaking snowstorm, the march’ was rescheduled for 
Thursday, March 2K. In the meantime, efforts to settle the strike failed 
as Mayor Loch tenaciously continued to reject union demands. 

At, almiit II a. m. on March 2K, 2 hours after the march had origi- 
nally been scheduled to liegin, Dr. King arrived at the ('layliorii Tem- 
pi 1 ' 1,1 Memphis In lend the demonstrators. By this time, the impatient 
and tense crowd of about 0,000 persons had heard rumors that police 
had used clubs and mace to prevent, a group of high school students 
from joining the demonstration. 

The march, led by Dr. King and Reverend Abernathy, began shortly 
alter II. As it proceeded along Beale Street toward Main, several 
Black youths broke store windows with signpost clubs. Police, clad in 
gas masks and riot, gear, blocked Main Street. Abernathy and Dr. King 
were somewhere in the middle of the procession, not at its bead, when 
they heard tin* shattering of glass. Some teenagers at the. rear of the 
march Iwgan breaking windows and looting stores. When violent* 
appeared imminent. Dr. King asked Itcvcmid Lawson to cancel the 
I ma fell. SC ’DC aides commandeered a private automobile, and Dr. King 
was hustled away to safely at the Holiday Inn-Rivermoiit. Hotel. 

As Lawson pleaded with the marchers to return to Clay horn Temple, 
poliee moved toward Main and Beale where youths met them with 
picket signs and rocks. Tear gas was tired into the mob of young Blacks 
and stragglers who were unable to make their way buck to the starting 
point. Police dispersed I lie crowd with nightsticks, mace ami finally 
I guns. In the ensuing melee, 00 persons were injured, end Larry Payne, 
I a Hi year-old Black youth, was killed by police gunfire. Much of the 
1 violence was attributed to (lie I ii voders, a group of young Black mili- 
tants. A curfew was ordered following the riot, and Tennessee. (»ov. 
Buford Kllington called out :t,f»00 National (iuard troops. 

Dr. King was upset and deeply depressed by the bloody march. 
Never before, bad demonstrators led by Dr. King perpetrated violence, 
according to Abernathy. The press excoriated Dr. King for inciting the 
iragjr confrontation, even I bough he wifctt quick to state that his staff 

had not planned arch and it had been poorly monitored. The 

Memphis debacle was labeled a failure of nonviolence direct action. 

Three members of the militant Invaders visited Dr. King on the 
morning following t lie violence, Friday, March 20. They acknowledged 
their role in inciting the disturbance but explained that llicy merely 
wauled a meaningful role in the strike. Dr. King said be would do 
what lie eon Id, but stated emphatically that, lie could not support a 
group that condoned violence. At a press conference later that morn- 
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